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Sensors installed in building
Philadelphia Insurance has asked our church to set
several devices throughout the building to detect
water leaks and unusually cold temperatures. You
may notice these small white boxes on the floor of
one of the lavatories or other rooms in the church,
particularly in the basement. Please refrain from
disturbing them.

Short Term Prayer Concerns
Donnis Wolfe, Tod Locher, Chris, Doreen Barnhill,
Brandon Sitler, Dave Kishbaugh, Andrea, Travis,
Tom & Karen Hunsinger, Pat Lamoreaux, Fay Erb,
Tom & Brenda Harmon, George Welliver
Please note: If you would like someone to be moved to
the long-term list, please contact the church office.

Long-Term Prayer Concerns
Kim Varner, Wendy McClintock, Jennie Bedford,
Sharon Lutz, Shirley Hornberger, Marlene Eckrote,
Wanda Sanders, Jim & Carol Zeart, Olive Boone,
Kim Kishbaugh, Warren Wolfe, Edna Mae Belles,
Kent Williams, Joan Laubach, Rosemary Martz,
Pastor Dennis McCracken, Joe Phillips, Sr.,
Holly Hackenberg-Watts, Randy Hack, Ben Mike,
Betty Morgan, Lynne Cleveland, Matthew Wech

Sympathies for the family of:
Vivian Smith, Pat Lamoreaux

Giving our best
Have you noticed that family tension tends to ratchet up as summer progresses? As you may have
found during quarantine, bickering often escalates
as siblings and parents spend more unstructured
time together.
To be honest, I add to the problem sometimes.
After I expend energy at work, navigate all our
schedules and try to serve my friends and community, little of my “best” is left by day’s end. My family
often gets the leftovers — literally and figuratively.
In “Be King,” Christian musician Brian Morykon
sings about the struggles of expressing love, even
to relatives: “Be gentle to your brother/ Jesus will
show you how. / Choose to bless your enemies/
even those that live in your house.”
Our Savior sets an example by always loving me
and always giving his best. That knowledge can
help me flip things around and find ways to give my
best, not my leftovers, to the people in my house.
—Janna Firestone

Bethany United Methodist Church

Peacemakers Prayer Support Ministry
Matthew 5:9
Blessed are the peacemakers,
for they will be called sons of God.
General Prayer for Departments:
Borough of Berwick Police Department
Briar Creek Township Police Department
Salem Township Police Department

7/01 Linda Eyer, Tracy Talanca

7/02 Gavin Welch
7/04 Deborah Cope, Barbara Richards

Nescopeck Borough Police Department
Columbia County Sheriff's Office
South Centre Township Police Department
PA State Police Shickshinny Station
Specific Daily Prayer for Officers: July 2021
1. Chief Michael McNeal
2. Chief Deputy Earl “Skip” Mordan
3. Sgt. Marc Fedder
4. Sarah Klingaman
5. Shawn Young, Patrolman
6. Deputy Scott Mayernick
7. Sergeant Stephen LeVan

8. Deputy Kristie Rospendowski

7/06 Randall Kishbaugh

9. Jacob Grassley, Patrolman

7/11 Gary Eckrote, Bob Klingerman,
John McClintock

10. Deputy Michael Tkach

7/12 Ronald Fox, Garrett Lazar, Everett Snyder

12. Officer Frederick Westover

7/14 April Snyder, Shea Volkel
7/17 Karen Force, Laura Shields

11. Deputy James Dalton

13. Deputy John Thomas
14. Deputy Kevin Bradley
15. Kristen Cunnington, Patrolman

7/18 Wayne Shaffer

16. Kyle Trenholm, Patrolman

7/19 Dean Bowman

17. Officer Michael Klinetob

7/22 Thomas Fetterman

18. Vincent Figureido, Patrolman

7/23 Amy Reddish, Shelly Remley
7/24 Vicky Benko, Debra Bristol, Marilyn Hess,
Sandra Tripp, Kim Varner

19. Deputy Martin “Butch” Boudman
20. Officer Raymond Thonkinson, III
21. Travis Stotelmyer, Patrolman
22. Detective Gregory Martin

7/25 Levi Davenport, Lexie Leffler,
Hazel Schechterly, Lorraine Shaffer

23. Sgt. Thomas Hegland

7/26 Jeffrey Girton

25. Deputy Michael Beyer

7/27 Rae Earl
7/28 Cheryl Wynings

7/29 Deborah Leffler, Linda Sult
7/30 Olive Boone, Scott E. Bower,
Willas Whitmire

24. Jeremy Moyer, Patrolman

26. Justin Kressler, Patrolman
27. Officer Joshua Lowery
28. Officer Brandon Shultz
29. Deputy James Arter
30. Officer Steven Torres
31. Tyler Soboleski, Patrolman

Missions & Evangelism
Extra Mile Giving for July is for CCVIM
Our Extra Mile Giving for July will be going towards Columbia County Volunteers in Medicine.
The mission of Columbia County Volunteers In Medicine Clinic is to improve the health of the
medically underserved population in our community by offering free healthcare to the uninsured.
You may use the envelope provided with your Beacon or envelopes are also available at the
Information Desk.

Completely devoted
Beware of anything that competes with your loyalty to Jesus Christ. The greatest competitor of true devotion
to Jesus is the service we do for him. It is easier to serve than to pour out our lives completely for him. The
goal of the call of God is his satisfaction, not simply that we should do something for him. We are not sent to
do battle for God, but to be used by God in his battles. Are we more devoted to service than we are to Jesus
Christ himself?
—Oswald Chambers

June 14, 2021
CCVIM has been asked to get on the vaccine train and we are doing so. Below you will read the basic info.
1. To set up an appointment and fill out paperwork for the vaccine go to the clinic web site on the internet. There will be a tab about the vaccination and click on that and follow instructions. Scott should have
this set up later today.
2. For those people who do not have internet access they should call the clinic at 570-752-1780 to get the
forms filled out over the phone and make an appointment for the vaccine.
3a. If they need a ride to the clinic Rabbit Transit will be able to transport for free (Bette is working on this
and expect it to be OKed later today or tomorrow). Bipin says Rabbit Transport has already done this in the
past.
The following is general service number, and the person would probably just ask for the Columbia County
Rabbit Transit
3b: Bipin says Uber will transport for free, but I have not verified this. So, if someone calls for an Uber
transport they must find out first if it is free for getting a vaccine.
4. Age: 18 to 65 years old (but if someone 70 years old needed the vaccine I see no reason not to give it to
them)-I will see what Dr. Gallagher says.
5. For childbearing females, we will ask that they be scheduled once we get the Moderna vaccine (as the J&J
vaccine which we have has had issues with younger women and clots in a very small number of women). Bette is securing the Moderna, or Pfizer vaccine and we should have access to that soon.
6. Start date so far is up in the air because we need to know volume of requests, but we are ready to go
Wednesday June 16th. So far no ending date but anticipate if we continue to get requests this could go on
for 6 to 7 weeks.
7. I am unsure if we will offer these vaccines to 12 to 17 year olds. I have an email into Dr. Gallagher to see if
he does want to do this. The clinic staff does not want to do this as we are an adult clinic.
If you need other or more information, please contact me.
And I will let you know Dr. Gallaghers thought once he emails me. And it seems we have not made any decision on an incentive for people who do receive the vaccine. But hopefully we can get the Board to approve
something individually or raffle like.
Ron Grimm

Life Line Screening, the nation’s leading provider of preventive health screenings, will offer affordable, non-invasive and painless health screenings at Bethany United Methodist Church on Thursday,
August 19, 2021.
A package of five screenings to identify risk for stroke, heart disease and other chronic conditions
will be offered:
• Carotid artery ultrasound to identify plaque buildup in the carotid arteries, a major risk factor for
stroke
• Abdominal aortic aneurysm ultrasound to identify presence of an enlargement in the largest
blood vessel in the body

•

An EKG to identify the presence of atrial fibrillation, which increases the risk for stroke

•

Ultrasound of the lower legs to look for plaque buildup known as peripheral artery disease

•

Ultrasound of the shin bone to identify risk for osteoporosis

These 5 vital screenings are offered for only $149 and take 60-90 minutes to complete. If you register today, you will receive a $10 discount.
Register by calling toll free 1-888-653-6441 or text the word "circle" to 797979.

June 3, 2021

Karrie McCall, 128 Freedom St.
East Freedom, PA 16637

On 5 June 2021, Scouts of Berwick’s Troop 6 rebuilt the
shed at the Bethany Parsonage. Chase VanSickle undertook this as his Eagle Scout project, and completed it with
help from other scouts in the troop and adult leaders of
the group. They repaired damaged sections of the shed
and then covered the sides and doors with new vinyl siding. Chase himself raised half of the funds required for
building materials and secured the remainder of the
amount from an anonymous donor. Shown in the photo
at the completion of the work are Matt Getty, Scoutmaster
Brent Boone, Chase VanSickle, Pastor Steve Portner,
Marina VanSickle, Scott Hook, and Nate Hook.

Thank you to Chase Vansickle and his fellow scouts and
helpers for a job well done on the parsonage storage
shed.

Photos courtesy of Harold Ackerman

Logan Noroski

Thank you to everyone for their prayers. Mom
(Vivian Smith) passed last night, June 20 at 7:30
PM. That may not be considered the official time,
but I was with her when she went. Thank you,
George Miller

Saved from sinking
For Michael Phelps, the most decorated Olympian of all time, fame and gold medals weren’t
enough to shore up a drowning self-esteem. The U.S. swimmer, who faced legal trouble and ended
up in rehab, contemplated suicide during the prime of his sports career. “I thought the world would
just be better off without me,” Phelps told ESPN.
Then a friend, NFL star Ray Lewis, sent Phelps a copy of Rick Warren’s bestseller The Purpose
Driven Life. The book made such an impact on Phelps that he read excerpts aloud to fellow rehabclinic patients, who dubbed him Preacher Mike. “It’s turned me into believing there is a power greater than myself, and there is a purpose for me on this planet,” Phelps says. “It helped me when I
was in a place where I needed the most help.” The swimmer’s message to Lewis? By extending a
hand and sharing the gospel’s message of hope, “You saved my life.”

A gentle answer
As it does this year, July 4 fell on Sunday in 1937. While Pastor Eldred
Johnston led worship that morning in Paulding, Ohio, local kids set off firecrackers nearby (restrictions were rare back then). Realizing he needed to
act, the pastor slipped outside during a hymn and found the revelers.
But instead of scolding or shouting, Johnston stayed calm. “I used to enjoy
shooting fireworks too,” he said, adding that he knew it was a fun way to
celebrate. “But many in this town are gathered in worship, and the noise is
very distracting. All I’m asking is that you wait until church services are over
— about noon — and then shoot firecrackers all you want.” The pastor
smiled at each youth and returned to church.
Recounting that experience in Liberty magazine, Johnston said he halfexpected to hear defiant explosions. Instead, the kids waited respectfully
until worship was over. When conflicts loom, may we heed that example —
and this advice from Proverbs: “A gentle answer turns away wrath, but a
harsh word stirs up anger” (15:1, NIV).

Friendly
signposts
We need friends.
Friends guide us,
care for us, confront
us in love, console us
in times of pain. Although we speak of
“making friends,”
friends cannot be
made. Friends are
free gifts from God.
But God gives us the
friends we need when
we need them if we fully trust in God’s love.
Friends cannot replace God. They have limitations and weaknesses like we have. Their love
is never faultless, never complete. But in their
limitations they can be signposts on our journey
towards the unlimited and unconditional love of
God. Let’s enjoy the friends whom God has sent
on our way.

—Henri Nouwen, Bread for the Journey

