BETHANY
United Methodist Church
116 Summerhill Avenue
Berwick, Pennsylvania 18603

BETHANY BEACON
Mission Statement: We are a Beacon for God—
Helping people to see, to accept and to grow in the light of Jesus Christ
-------------------------------------------------------------------------volume fifty-Eight

May 2021

issue—five

----------------------------------------------------------------------------

Bethany Staff
Rev. Stephen Portner, Pastor
Office 570-752-2576
Home 570-752-6113
Fax: 570-752-1009
sgportner@pa.metrocast.net
Connie Wech, Administrative Assistant
Office 570-752-2576
Fax: 570-752-1009
bumc@pa.metrocast.net
Cristie Bacher, Bethany Blessing Director
Office: 570-752-6282
Joan and Melvin Kishbaugh, Custodians
Paul Miller, Custodian

Home: 570-759-1456

Beverly Collins, Pianist
Ronald Sult, Treasurer
Pam Samsel, Bells Director
Website: www.bethanyberwick.org
PayPal available for gifts and tithes on our
website.
“Like” us on Facebook!
https://www.facebook.com/bethanyumcberwick/
An Electronic Copy of the Beacon will be posted on
the website at www.bethanyberwick.org

Short Term Prayer Concerns
Vivian Smith, George Miller, Jennifer and Family,
Rich Benfield, Jeff Girton, Bob Royer, Faith Erb,
Dante & Logan Eyer, Abby Remley, Chris Leiby,
Shaun Karns, Gloria Varner, Bill Mausteller,
Grace Welsh, Charlotte Latar
Please note: If you would like someone to be moved to
the long-term list, please contact the church office.

Long-Term Prayer Concerns
Kim Varner, Wendy McClintock, Jennie Bedford,
Sharon Lutz, Shirley Hornberger, Marlene Eckrote,
Wanda Sanders, Jim & Carol Zeart, Olive Boone,
Kim Kishbaugh, Warren Wolfe, Edna Mae Belles,
Kent Williams, Joan Laubach, Rosemary Martz,
Pastor Dennis McCracken, Joe Phillips, Sr.,
Holly Hackenberg-Watts, Randy Hack,
Betty Morgan

Sympathies for the family of:

May 6

Art Kishbaugh-Leffler,Jr., Don Walp, Maurice Ford,
Sandra Hill, Nancy Garcia

Pentecost — May 23

A shared experience
What comes to mind when you hear the word Pentecost? Many people think of a mighty wind,
tongues of fire and multiple languages. But Acts 2
begins with another detail that’s just as key: Jesus’
disciples “were all together in one place.” Because
they were together physically and spiritually, the
early believers didn’t miss the life-changing, worldchanging birth of the Church.

Ascension Day — May 13, 2021

The pandemic, while changing our definition of
gathering, also highlighted our need for interaction.
If Jesus’ first followers hadn’t been assembled on
Pentecost, they would’ve missed the outpouring of
God’s power and the indescribable joy God had for
them. Think about what believers today might miss
if we neglect to worship with other friends of Christ.
Who would want to miss God’s blessings, promises
and joy?

Bethany United Methodist Church

Peacemakers Prayer Support Ministry
Matthew 5:9
Blessed are the peacemakers,
for they will be called sons of God.
General Prayer for Departments:
Borough of Berwick Police Department
Briar Creek Township Police Department
Salem Township Police Department

5/01

Hope Hardiman, Thomas Leiby

5/02

Hagen Carroll, Doris Seward

5/03

Jennifer Valentin, Terri Welch

South Centre Township Police Department

5/04

Bradley Collins

PA State Police Shickshinny Station

5/05

Amy Bandics, Joan Kishbaugh,
Gwyn Noroski, Mackenzie Sult

5/09

Alysa Lewis, Sandra Whitmire

5/10

John Fulton IV

5/11

Cristie Bacher, Dorothea Peters

4. Shawn Young, Patrolman

5/12

Ava Covino, Jennifer Shaffer

5. Deputy Scott Mayernick

5/16

Barbara Fenstermacher

6. Sergeant Stephen LeVan

5/18

Jennifer Powlus

5/20

Daniel Harmon, Joseph Phillips,
Arrianna Schuckers

Nescopeck Borough Police Department
Columbia County Sheriff's Office

Specific Daily Prayer for Officers: May 2021

1. Chief Deputy Earl “Skip” Mordan
2. Sgt. Marc Fedder
3. Sarah Klingaman

7. Deputy Kristie Rospendowski
8. Jacob Grassley, Patrolman
9. Deputy Michael Tkach
10. Deputy James Dalton

5/23

Abbey Remley, Alyssa Welch

11. Officer Frederick Westover

5/24

Kellie Wojciechowski

12. Deputy John Thomas

5/25

Mark Grasley

13. Deputy Kevin Bradley

5/26

Esther Bower, Joan Harmon,
Barton Hough Jr., Al Kleckner

5/29

Jeffrey Benko, Ashley Wojciechowski

5/30

Bradley Kishbaugh

14. Kristen Cunnington, Patrolman
15. Kyle Trenholm, Patrolman
16. Officer Michael Klinetob

17. Vincent Figureido, Patrolman
18. Deputy Martin “Butch” Boudman
19. Officer Raymond Thonkinson, III
20. Travis Stotelmyer, Patrolman
21. Detective Gregory Martin
22. Sgt. Thomas Hegland
23. Jeremy Moyer, Patrolman
24. Deputy Michael Beyer
25. Justin Kressler, Patrolman
26. Officer Joshua Lowery
27. Officer Brandon Shultz
28. Deputy James Arter
29. Officer Steven Torres
30. Tyler Soboleski, Patrolman
31. Sgt. Scott Sienkiewicz

Missions & Evangelism
Extra Mile Giving for May will go to Beyond Violence
Our May Extra Mile Giving will benefit Beyond Violence Women's Shelter. They are fundraising to
be able to pay off the mortgage for their new, larger building.
You may use the envelope provided with your Beacon. Envelopes are also available at the Reception table.

Food Pantry - Giving Tree - Peanut Butter And Jelly Ministries
Hello Bethany family. Can you believe we are almost finished with April? As the weather warms
up I'm sure it will be a bit easier for our homeless friends in Berwick. We have Stopped the Giving
Tree Mission where we hang winter clothes on the trees in town now that it's warming up. However, these people still need food items and hygiene products.
If you have it in your heart to continue helping, donations are still being taken for food items, hygiene products, towels, soap, face masks, hand sanitizer etc... We have been getting about 2 totes
full of donations each month and we appreciate it very much. We are filling the food pantries
around town. I have a volunteer that is helping build 2 more boxes and we are working on getting
permission to put one by Giant and possibly another somewhere else. I'm am working with The
United Way and For The Cause to try to get some more food items donated as well. I have also
been contacted by The United In Recovery Coordinator and we may be working on partnering with
them to reach more homeless people.
People in our community are noticing the outreach we are providing here at Bethany and I'm very
grateful for all of you who have donated to our much needed mission work.
The Peanut Butter And Jelly Mission is still going strong. We have about 10 people who pick up at
the Church every month. I'm also taking some to Beyond Violence and putting the remainder in the
pantry boxes.
Thank you again for all you do to help those in need. A special thanks to Barb Kleckner and Carol
Zeart because I couldn't do this without all your help. Thank you, Kellie Wojciechowski and Judy
Harvey for taking on the pantry box by the Eagles Building. God Bless!
Serving Him By Serving Others,
Barb Erb and The Mission Team

Bethany Peacemakers Prayer Support Ministry
Bethany Peacemakers Prayer Support Ministry
Snacks ready for Easter distribution to our seven local law enforcement departments. Misty
enjoys the ride and has high hopes there may
be a snack for her along the way. Thank you
for supporting this prayer ministry. I wish you
could see the appreciation that our officers,
troopers and deputies show. It is very special
to them that they have community support
and they greatly appreciate Bethany
church’s efforts. Thank you.
<><
Murray Arbegast

March 18, 2021

April 8, 2021

Memorial Day
Is it enough to think today
Of all our brave, then put away
The thought until a year has sped?
Is this full honor for our dead?
Is it enough to sing a song
And deck a grave; and all year long
Forget the brave who died that we
Might keep our great land proud and free?
Full service needs a greater toll,
That we who live give heart and soul
To keep the land they died to save,
And be ourselves, in turn, the brave!

—Annette Wynne

Seely

The Bethany United Methodist Church Spring Yard Sale, a year in the planning and delayed because of Covid
19 restrictions, finally took place on Friday and Saturday, April 9th and 10th, 2021. Richard Good, Willis Forsythe, Thomas McClintock, Harold Ackerman and others have been cleaning various storage spaces in the
church and cleaning the Jessup Street garage, in preparation. Some of the materials removed from the
Church building were used to build storage and display shelves in the garage, some objects were sold, and
others were discarded in the trash. Congregation members brought in new and used items to be sold, as
well, including such things as wrenches, radios, dolls, glassware, and cans of paint. Only a few items remained unsold at 1 p.m. Saturday; three of the display tables were among the last items sold. Thanks go to
Judy Harvey, Susan and Willis Forsythe, and Richard Good for acting as sales clerks on Friday and Saturday.

Garage Sale Update!

Loving an EGR
During a conversation over coffee, a friend mentioned an “EGR.” I had to interrupt and ask for a definition: Extra Grace Required — in other words, people who can seem tough to love. Often, they’re
the most in need of love because they’re hurting. Perhaps Jesus was referring to EGRs when he
said, “If you love only those who love you, what reward is there for that? Even corrupt tax collectors
do that much” (Matthew 5:46, NLT).
Truly loving others — even EGRs — might not be as tough as we think. Simple gestures such as
smiling, truly listening, sending a note or extending an invitation go a long way toward expressing
care and softening hearts.
At times, we all require extra grace. Thankfully, God has an unlimited amount to extend to us and
then through us. Out of joy, we can find ways — even simple ones — to share God’s grace and love
with people who need it.
—Janna Firestone

Creation-wide praise chorus
“All creatures of our God and King, lift up your voice and with us sing!” These words — just one paraphrase of a text by St. Francis of Assisi — seem a fitting description of springtime, when leaves
and flowers pop out afresh, birdsong is heard again and hibernating animals emerge from dens and
burrows, many with new babies in tow.
Psalm 148 may have served as inspiration for Francis, calling not only “young men and women
alike, old and young together” (v. 12, NRSV), but also animals and birds, wind and water, mountains
and trees, to praise the Lord. James L. Mays writes: “We human beings … should recognize that we
are in the list with all the creation and creatures as creature and creation ourselves. We are in our
obligation to praise no different from and no more than all the rest.”
When you head outside on a bright spring day, notice what praise looks like in nonhuman form and
how it sounds from nonhuman voices. How can we best join “all creatures of our God and King” in
worship?
—Heidi Hyland Mann

Next Blood Drive
May 11, 2021
1:00-6:00 PM
Bethany UMC - Big Room

Contact the American Red Cross to
schedule a time to give the gift of life.
https://www.redcrossblood.org/

At home with Christ
In The Longing for Home, Frederick
Buechner writes: “The word longing
comes from the same root as the word
long in the sense of length in either
time or space and also the word belong, so that in its full richness to long
suggests to yearn for a long time for
something that is a long way off and
something that we feel we belong to
and that belongs to us. ... The home
we long for and belong to is finally
where Christ is. I believe that home is
Christ’s kingdom, which exists both
within us and among us as we wend
our prodigal ways through the world in
search of it.”

May 9th

While awaiting our heavenly home, we
pray: Most High God, be our shelter
from the storm and our dwelling place.
May we always be at home with you in
the eternal household you have prepared for those who love you. And
may Christ always find a pleasant
home in and among us. As you have
welcomed us into your family, give us
the compassion to welcome others into
our own homes and lives, knowing that
as we do it unto the least of these, we
do it unto Jesus, in whose name we
pray. Amen.
—adapted from The Wired Word

