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Our help — past, present and future
This month, America marks the 20th anniversary of the 9/11 terrorist attacks, which
ended almost 3,000 lives and changed life forever for millions more. The nation was
shaken to its very roots, with violence jolting out of us any assumption that “it can’t
happen here.” September 11 banished any lingering notion that being on the side of
“liberty and justice for all” served as insulation against mass tragedy. We now had
more to fear than fear itself.
Psalm 46 reminds us that “though the earth should change” (v. 2) — as it did on 9/11
—God remains “our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble” (v. 3). We
are never alone or without hope, even on life-altering days.
How have God’s presence and power sustained you through life’s changes? How
might sharing your story help someone else when their world or faith gets shaken?
—adapted from The Wired Word

Bethany Staff
Rev. Stephen Portner, Pastor
Office 570-752-2576
Home 570-752-6113
Fax: 570-752-1009
sgportner@pa.metrocast.net
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Office 570-752-2576
Fax: 570-752-1009
bumc@pa.metrocast.net
Cristie Bacher, Bethany Blessing Director
Office: 570-752-6282
Joan and Melvin Kishbaugh, Custodians
Paul Miller, Custodian

Home: 570-759-1456

Beverly Collins, Pianist
Ronald Sult, Treasurer
Website: www.bethanyberwick.org
PayPal available for gifts and tithes on our
website.
“Like” us on Facebook!
https://www.facebook.com/bethanyumcberwick/
An Electronic Copy of the Beacon will be posted on
the website at www.bethanyberwick.org

Short Term Prayer Concerns
Scott Bower, Alan (Buster) & Mary Kay Dent,
Andy Kost, June Sitler, Missionaries/people/Military
in Afghanistan, People in Haiti, Roland Kline,
Jeff Girton, Barbara Weaver, Joann Gearhart,
Viola Freed, Mary Lou Lewis, Jan Bowman,
Dixie Killian, Ryann, Deb Springman, Paul P.,
Amber Reichard, Stanley W., Donna Pursel

Sympathies for the Families of:
Elizabeth Eveland, Jule Canouse
Please note: If you would like someone to be moved to
the long-term list, please contact the church office.

Long-Term Prayer Concerns
Kim Varner, Wendy McClintock, Jennie Bedford,
Sharon Lutz, Shirley Hornberger, Marlene Eckrote,
Wanda Sanders, Jim & Carol Zeart, Olive Boone,
Kim Kishbaugh, Warren Wolfe, Edna Mae Belles,
Kent Williams, Joan Laubach, Rosemary Martz,
Pastor Dennis McCracken, Joe Phillips, Sr.,
Ben Mike, Betty Morgan, Lynne Cleveland,
Glenda Zimmerman

Answers
Learn from leaves
As you’re enjoying the fall colors and sipping
apple cider, ponder this saying: “Autumn shows
us how beautiful it is to let things go.”
When leaves stop producing chlorophyll, they
turn vibrant shades of yellow, orange and red.
This yearly spectacle makes way for the leaves
to let go and fall. It also serves as a good reminder of things we may need to drop: clutter
around the home, a desire for control, commitments that no longer bring joy, personal expectations that cause added stress, a need to
always be right and so on.

Just as the Israelites had to let go of their past
as slaves in Egypt and Saul-turned-Paul had to
abandon his persecuting ways, we, too, can let
go of what weighs us down and gets in the way
of God’s best for our lives. Embrace fall as a
season of change and see just how beautiful it
is to let things go!
—Janna Firestone

Answers to prayers come in various ways,
sometimes in minutes, sometimes in days.
And some take years to fully unfold
the harvest of love and blessings they hold.
Answers to prayers come in various forms,
sometimes in sunlight, sometimes through
storms.
Some blossom early, and some blossom
late,
but each one will flower — have faith and
wait!
—Helen Inwood, His Mysterious Ways

Bethany United Methodist Church

Peacemakers Prayer Support Ministry
Matthew 5:9
Blessed are the peacemakers,
for they will be called sons of God.
General Prayer for Departments:
Borough of Berwick Police Department
Briar Creek Township Police Department
Salem Township Police Department

9/02 Richard Good Sr.

9/06 David Boone
9/07 Liam Carroll, Cade Stump
9/08 Wendy McClintock

Nescopeck Borough Police Department
Columbia County Sheriff's Office
South Centre Township Police Department
PA State Police Shickshinny Station
Specific Daily Prayer for Officers: September 2021

9/09 Thomas Winship
9/10 Kristi McClintock

1. Chief Michael McNeal

9/11 Michelle Bower

2. Chief Deputy Earl “Skip” Mordan

9/12 Richard Bower, Melvin Kishbaugh

3. Sgt. Marc Fedder

9/15 Libby Kishbaugh

4. Sarah Klingaman

9/16 Derek Volkel

9/17 Joseph Brady, Paige Brown

5. Shawn Young, Patrolman
6. Deputy Scott Mayernick

7. Sergeant Stephen LeVan

9/18 Abigail Phillips

8. Deputy Kristie Rospendowski

9/19 Jacob Lisnock

9. Jacob Grassley, Patrolman

9/21 Jessica Vajda

10. Deputy Michael Tkach

9/22 Angel Kishbaugh, Harrison Snyder,
Connor Welch

11. Deputy James Dalton

9/23 Michelle Seigfried

13. Deputy John Thomas

9/24 Sandra Canouse, Keith Seely

14. Deputy Kevin Bradley

9/25 Nancy Gerlach
9/30 Kim Spence

12. Officer Frederick Westover

15. Kristen Cunnington, Patrolman
16. Kyle Trenholm, Patrolman

17. Officer Michael Klinetob
18. Vincent Figureido, Patrolman
19. Deputy Martin “Butch” Boudman
20. Officer Raymond Thonkinson, III
21. Travis Stotelmyer, Patrolman
22. Detective Gregory Martin
23. Sgt. Thomas Hegland
24. Jeremy Moyer, Patrolman
25. Deputy Michael Beyer
26. Justin Kressler, Patrolman
27. Officer Joshua Lowery
28. Officer Brandon Shultz
29. Deputy James Arter

Labor Day, September 6th

30. Officer Steven Torres

Missions & Evangelism
Extra Mile Giving
Our Extra Mile Giving for September will be going to the Homeless Mission which is Bethany’s
Ministry for helping the homeless. We are accepting monetary donations to purchase needed
items. Donations of the needed items are also welcome. Envelopes are available at the Information Desk to support this mission.
Food items: Ramen noodles, soups, instant lunch soups, nuts, tuna pouches, individual packs of
crackers, fruit cups, Individually wrapped granola bars, breakfast bars, or cereal bars.
Hygiene items: Individually wrapped toilet paper, toothbrushes, toothpaste, towels, washcloths,
soap, hand sanitizer, masks
Other items: Large or XL ziplock bags, drawstring garbage bags (large or kitchen size), reusable
tote bags

The Founder of Second Chance Haiti is launching an Emergency Relief effort for the people of Haiti who have been affected by the recent earthquake which caused thousands of injuries,
fatalities, damaged or destroyed homes, etc. so far. They are partnering with communities in the
Southern Region that were impacted the worst to provide resources for food and water, shelter,
hygiene kits, and medical relief. Forecast for more Tropical Storm conditions are possible in
Haiti. They would love to have our church financially partner with them however if you can. All
the money will go to the Haitian people and not to anyone's salaries or administrative costs. They
ask our church body to pray for the country. Donation envelopes are available at the Information
Desk for Second Chance Haiti and will go for the relief effort

Income/Expenses 2021—White Envelope
January
February
March
April
May
June
July

Income

Expenses

$ 12,923.44
$ 34,941.01
$ 23,607.76
$ 20,397.44
$ 11,719.89
$ 17,518.33
$ 25,957.25

$ 19,819.54
$ 24,281.18
$ 18,337.37
$ 21,869.84
$ 17,680.95
$ 20,296.47
$ 18,845.22

$147,065.12 $141,130.57
Blue Envelope Giving
(In Current Account)

Building/Missions/Shares of Ministry Fund
Income
January
February
March
April
May
June
July

$ 1,704.00
$ 2,304.00
$ 3,064.00
$ 5,420.28
$ 2,298.00
$ 2,764.00
$ 7,449.00

Total

$25,003.28

Missions/Extra Mile 2021 Giving
(as of 7/31/2021)
Beyond Violence

$

428.70

Agape

$

895.00

Unseth

$ 1,223.16

Peanut Butter & Jelly

$

210.10

Peacemaker’s Ministry

$

345.16

Giving Tree Ministry

$

473.00

CCVIM

$

430.00

Second Chance Haiti

$

310.00

Shares of Ministry As of 7/31/2021
Owe
Paid
Benevolence
$ 4,522.00
Connectional Ministry $ 6,730.00
Clergy Support
$ 7,246.00

$ 2,260.98
$ 3,364.98
$ 3,622.98

$18,498.00

$ 9,248.94

Laboring for the Lord
For many people, the pandemic redefined
work, with more employees logging hours from
a home office — or kitchen table. Boundaries
between job and personal life blurred, as did
any sense of being “off duty.”
Most of us prefer clear divisions between our
tasks and time. While such separations may
help with scheduling, they are artificial human
constructs. “Whatever your task,” says Colossians 3:23 (NRSV, emphasis added) — whether in public or private, family or job, spiritual
or worldly activities — “put yourselves into it
as done for the Lord.” Verse 17 tells us to “do
everything” in Jesus’ name, “giving thanks to
God the Father through him.”
That means even work and worship interlock.
As Rick Warren writes, “Work becomes worship when you dedicate it to God and perform
it with an awareness of his presence.”

A cheerful what?
Guideposts editor Mary Ann O’Roark recalls hearing the phrase “cheerful liver” so often in church
as a girl that she asked her grandmother what a liver is. “It’s a part inside you, like your stomach
or your heart,” Grandma replied.
Rather confused, O’Roark tried to figure out how to be cheerful from the inside out. Then during
Sunday school one week, a classmate explained that God loves a cheerful giver, not liver. Years
later, however, O’Roark realized that her younger self wasn’t too far off the mark. After all, God
does indeed love someone who lives cheerfully, spreading the hope and joy that he longs for all
people to know!
After all, it was Jesus who said, “I came that [all] may have life, and have it abundantly” (John
10:10, NRSV).

The Community VBS group would like to thank Bethany UMC for hosting our annual Vacation Bible
School. Even during a difficult time, we were successful in reaching 30 kids and had volunteer and
monetary support from First United Church of Christ, Saint Mary’s Parish and First United Methodist
Church. It is a blessing to be able to serve our kids and help them learn about Jesus! Thank you-Community VBS Committee

God languishes with us
A headline from last spring teased,
“There’s a Name for the Blah You’re
Feeling.” The writer decided what he
and others felt as the pandemic wore
on wasn’t burnout or depression but
languishing — decreasing vitality;
feeling dispirited. People of ancient
times experienced this too: “The land
of Egypt and the land of Canaan
languished because of the famine”
(Genesis 47:13). “The wine dries up,
the vine languishes, all the merryhearted sigh” (Isaiah 24:7). But there’s
more.
If you used to be “merry-hearted”
but now sigh a lot, hear this: “The
heavens languish together with the
earth” (Isaiah 24:4). Isaiah uses “the
heavens” to refer to God, who languishes with us. Like an empathizing
friend, God sits with us in our struggle.
Sure, we pray for rescue now: “I am
languishing; O Lord, heal me” (Psalm
6:2). But when our timing isn’t God’s,
we trust his promise of restoration:
“[God] will wipe every tear from their
eyes … mourning and crying and pain
will be no more” (Revelation 21:4).
With the psalmist we hold two truths
at once: “My soul languishes for your
salvation; I hope in your word”
(119:81).
—Heidi Hyland

Be still (and silent)
We need to find God, and he cannot be found in noise and restlessness. God is the friend of
silence. See how nature — trees, flowers, grass — grow in silence; see the stars, the moon, the
sun, how they move in silence. … The more we receive in silent prayer, the more we can give in
our active life. We need silence to be able to touch souls. The essential thing is not what we say,
but what God says to us and through us. All our words will be useless unless they come from within
— words which do not give the light of Christ increase the darkness.
—Mother Teresa

Promises on hand
Audrey Penn’s book The Kissing Hand features a
young raccoon who’s nervous about the first day
of school. Mom consoles him by kissing his palm,
signifying her presence with him. The youngster
can simply put his hand to his face any time he
needs a kiss from her. If that isn’t tear-jerking
enough, as the raccoon scampers to school, he
returns to kiss Mom’s hand so she’ll have a Kissing Hand too.
That story reminds me of Matthew 28:20, when
Jesus promises to be with us always, and of
Psalm 23:4, which says, “I will fear no evil; for
thou art with me” (KJV). God gives us a Kissing
Hand through baptism, sealing us forever with
the Holy Spirit and the mark of the cross of
Christ.
Just as the raccoons cherish their kissing hands,
may we cherish the promise of our Father’s eternal presence. Thanks be to God, whose
“goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days
of my life” (Psalm 23:6).

—Julie Lee

