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Going the second mile
In Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount, he teaches, “If anyone forces you to go one mile, go also the second mile” (Matthew 5:41, NRSV). Back then, Jews were subject to Roman rule and often compulsory service. Commoners could be forced to fetch water, carry baggage and perform other menial
tasks. So Jesus suggests that rather than complying with gritted teeth and muttered curses, people
offer to carry the pack a second mile as well.
These days, the second (or extra) mile denotes going beyond what’s expected or required, whether
in effort or kindness. In Going the Second Mile, Mel Blackaby describes the concept as “the difference between living as a good person and enjoying life as a child of God.” He explains, “When you
‘do your best’ for someone, you go the first mile. When God does his best through you, you experience the second mile. This can happen only when you let Christ in you take over and empower you
to accomplish what is impossible by your natural abilities. While others see you on the first mile,
they see Christ on the second.”

—adapted from The Wired Word
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Celebrating the
church’s birthday
On Pentecost, we remember
when the Holy Spirit descended
on Jesus’ disciples. As they
gathered in Jerusalem 10 days
after Jesus’ ascension, they saw
tongues of fire, heard rushing
wind and began speaking in
many languages. Because the disciples could then
share the good news with all the pilgrims assembled for the Pentecost festival, the occasion marks
the birthday of the Christian church. That day alone,
about 3,000 people devoted their lives to Christ.
Like the Holy Spirit, Pentecost is important and relevant today. As theologian Henri Nouwen writes,
“Without Pentecost the Christ-event — the life,
death and resurrection of Jesus — remains imprisoned in history as something to remember, think
about and reflect on. The Spirit of Jesus comes to
dwell within us, so that we can become living
Christs here and now.”

June 5th

Short Term Prayer Concerns
Jeff Girton, Glen Brook Residents and Staff,
Katie Styer, Nancy Setzer, Dan & Dorothy Grasley,
Karen Hunsinger, Samantha Scoblink, Eric Black,
Amy Phillips, Scott E. Bower, Deb Springman,
Paul Miller, David Bowman, Zach Kishbaugh,
Viola Freed, John Bowman, Alice Fink, Jim Zeart,
Doug Stroup, Jim Smethers, Karrie McCall & Family
Please note: If you would like someone to be moved to
the long-term list, please contact the church office.

Long-Term Prayer Concerns
Lilly Fetzer and Family, Wendy McClintock,
Jennie Bedford, Shirley Hornberger, Kim Varner,
Marlene Eckrote, Olive Boone, Jim & Carol Zeart,
Kim Kishbaugh, Warren Wolfe, Edna Mae Belles,
Kent Williams, Joan Laubach, Rosemary Martz,
Pastor Dennis McCracken, Glenda Zimmerman,
Joe Phillips, Sr., William Mausteller, Betty Morgan,
Nick Pritchyk, Scott Sullivan, Samantha Scoblink,
Steve Claris, Billy Robbins, Scott E. Bower,
Mike Mattern, Ben Mike
Sympathy for the families of:
Sharon Lutz, Mary Davis

Grateful people are joyful people
In a 2013 TED Talk, David Steindl-Rast says many
people think happiness leads to gratefulness.
“Think again,” he says. “Is it really the happy people
that are grateful? We all know … people who have
everything it [takes] to be happy, and they are not
happy, because they want something else or they
want more of the same. And we all know people
who have lots of misfortune [yet] are deeply happy.
... Why? Because they are grateful. So it is not happiness that makes us grateful. It’s gratefulness that
makes us happy.”
We must be cautious: Depression is a real illness,
and therapy or medicine may be necessary to help
us feel “happy” and enjoy life again. Also, “joy” is
perhaps a more fitting word than “happiness”;
happiness can be fleeting and superficial, while
joy is heart-deep and abiding. In Jesus, even
when we’re sad or struggling or fearful, we can
have joy — the confidence that God holds us in
his arms. And for that, we can be grateful. Indeed,
Steindl-Rast concludes, “Grateful people are joyful
people.”

Bethany United Methodist Church
Peacemakers Prayer Support Ministry
Matthew 5:9
Blessed are the peacemakers,
for they will be called sons of God.
General Prayer for Departments:
Borough of Berwick Police Department

6/01

Jason Welch

Briar Creek Township Police Department

6/02

Matthew Snyder

Salem Township Police Department

6/03

Karen Stroup

Nescopeck Borough Police Department

6/04

June Sitler, Kristyn Stump

6/05

Courtney Schnaufer

6/06

Jennifer Nowakoski

6/07

Bright Bailey, Zachary Robak

6/09

Michael Mordan

6/10

Dorothy Hallman

6/11

Rick Scandle

6/13

Ethan Spence

5. Deputy Michael Beyer

6/15

Jayson Hess

6. Officer Joshua Lowery

6/16

Paul Davis, Janet Eckert

7. Officer Brandon Shultz

6/17

Lauren Force, Zachary Kishbaugh

6/18

Deakin Billings, Jenna Eyer, Ian Fetterolf

10. Tyler Soboleski, Patrolman

6/22

Caleb Fetterolf

11. Officer Scott Sienkiewicz

6/23 Destiny Hause, Dawn Manhart

Columbia County Sheriff's Office
South Centre Township Police Department
PA State Police Shickshinny Station
Specific Daily Prayer for Officers: June 2022

1. Detective Gregory Martin
2. Sgt. Thomas Hegland
3. Officer Joshua S. Switzer
4. Mason Dabulis, Patrolman

8. Deputy James Arter
9. Officer Steven Torres

12. William Lefevre, Patrolman
13. Officer Victor Guevara

6/24

Henry Snyder, Rick Talanca,
Bernie Wojciechowski

6/25

Pastor Steve Portner, Anthony Remley

6/26

Joy McGinnis, Shirley Welliver

17. Deputy Kevin Katch

6/27

Jane Ackerman, Adalynn Eyer,
Edna McClintock, Amy Phillips

18. Officer Phil Mainiero

6/28

Laura Spence, Nina Baylor-Winship

20. Deputy William Waltman

6/29

Carole Butz, Beverly Collins, Eldon Shultz

6/30

Diane Shymansky

14. Matt Zawatski, Patrolman
15. Officer Joseph Gainley
16. Detective Reagan Rafferty

19. Officer Michael Quaranta

21. Clinton Libby, Patrolman
22. Lee Pitonyak, Patrolman
23. Deputy Anthony Kopitski
24. Officer Randy Gaugler

June 19th

25. Dallas Herbert, Patrolman
26. Deputy William Miner
27. Justin Funk, Patrolman

28. Officer Jeremy Mulders
29. Deputy Heather Comstock
30. Officer Jessica Shoup

Missions & Evangelism
Extra Mile Giving for June is going to
For The Cause
Our Extra Mile Giving for June will be going towards For The Cause. For The Cause is a non-profit
organization. Their goal is to make Luzerne and Columbia counties a region of pride. They do the
weekend food program and weekly food distribution program for the Berwick Area School District
and the Teen Center in Berwick. You may use the envelope provided with your Beacon or envelopes are also available at the Information Desk or Contemporary service reception table.

Thank you to all the volunteers who made the Clothing Give-A-Way on April 30th a
success!!

The Church Van Ministry
The Church Van Ministry will start transporting people who need a ride to church on Sundays.
Anyone who lives in the Berwick area can call the new van phone number 272-250-9862 and leave
a message by Friday 7:00pm to make arrangements for transportation on Sundays. Please leave
your name, phone number, address, date and time of service you wish to attend and someone will
contact you to make arrangements for pick up times.

Anyone willing to
volunteer for our
Community
Vacation Bible
School held June
26-30th is asked
to attend the June
8th meeting at
7:00 p.m. at
Bethany UMC in
room 9/11. This
meeting will be
the final meeting
before the start
of VBS.

Berwick Community Vacation Bible School
Hosted at Bethany United Methodist Church
116 Summerhill Avenue, Berwick, PA
Sunday, June 26 through Thursday, June 30
Ages 4 through those entering 6th grade
Rocky Railway VBS is 6:00 to 8:30 pm
Family Meal at 5:30 pm each evening
Please register using the registration form at
https://www.bethanyberwick.org/vbs-registration.

Boyer’s Caring & Sharing Rebate Program
Boyer’s Food Markets will donate 1% of your purchases to Bethany! (Tax, milk, and tobacco
products are excluded.) Participating is easy — get a Caring & Sharing rebate card/key tag, and
present it to the Boyer’s cashier at checkout. Boyer’s tracks our purchases and rebates 1% to
Bethany twice per year. Cards are available at: our Information Desk, Big Room Reception Table,
downstairs Fellowship Hall, and Church Office. Thank you!

Sharing God’s kingdom
When Jesus, in the Nazareth synagogue, read from Isaiah, “The Spirit
of the Lord is upon me, because he
has anointed me to bring good
news” (Luke 4:18) and declared the
prophecy fulfilled, “all spoke well of
him” (v. 22). But when he then said
God’s favor was not just for Israel,
they grew angry. How quickly we can
change our minds about leaders —
sometimes in the span of a short
sermon! Yet Jesus simply meant that
God’s grace is so plentiful we can
share it without fearing that if others
benefit, we won’t.
It’s been said you can’t share light
without some falling on your own
path. Ministers can’t baptize new followers of Christ without getting wet
themselves. And neither will any of us
miss out on the kingdom of God if we
opt to share it with others — both in
and beyond our community, people
similar to and different from us.
What is Jesus challenging us to do
right now? If it’s something that benefits others, we’d do well to peel off
from the angry mob (vv. 28-29) and
think again. Perhaps not just a human
being but the Spirit of the Lord is announcing good news in our hearing
today.

—Heidi Hyland Mann

May 5, 2022

Thank You

YOU make a difference!
The American Red Cross is so grateful to all our partners that continue to stand with us
through the evolution of the Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19). Hundreds of thousands
of donors and blood drive hosts have responded to the call to support the lifesaving mission and
we can’t thank you enough!
Your commitment to host a blood drive with the American Red Cross truly made a difference! our
commitment to host a blood drive with the American Red Cross truly made a difference! Your team
registered 21 total donors, collected 19 pints of blood and recruited 0 first-time donors. Your efforts
have helped boost the community blood supply and ensure hospital patients have the lifesaving
blood they need.

Summertime splendor
One theme in Psalms is how nature reveals God’s
glory. That’s especially evident during summer.
“There is a signature of wisdom and power
impressed on the works of God, which evidently
distinguishes them from the feeble imitations of
men,” writes John Newton. “Not only the splendor
of the sun, but the glimmering light of the glowworm,
proclaims his glory.”
That glory shines even brighter when we spend time
in God’s Word. Thomas Merton writes, “By reading
the scriptures I am so renewed that all nature
seems renewed around me and with me. The sky
seems to be a pure, a cooler blue, the trees a deeper green. The whole world is charged with the glory
of God, and I feel fire and music under my feet.”

Bethany UMC
Stained Glass Windows
This is a brief overview of the significance of the stained
glass windows of Bethany UMC. Starting with the window
that is at the front left hand side as you are facing the pulpit
area in the church sanctuary.
In the center of this window is the depiction of the birth of
Christ. The Virgin Mary is wrapping the baby Jesus in swaddling clothes (Luke 2:7). Directly over Mary’s head is a palm
tree, foreshadowing the day when Jesus would ride into
Jerusalem on the back of a donkey, hailed as a king, with
the crowd waving palm branches in his honor (John 12:13).
Above the palm tree is a six-pointed star which is a symbol
of the Hebrew faith.
In the left hand panel is a depiction of the gifts the Magi
brought Jesus: gold, frankincense and myrrh (Matthew 2:11).
In the right hand panel is the symbol of the star that moved
before the Magi and eventually led them to the house where
Jesus was staying, approximately two years after his birth
(Matthew 2:9).

The next window shows a young Jesus, at around twelve
years of age, speaking to a scribe, a writer of Jewish religious
law as indicated by the basket of scrolls at the scribe’s feet.
This event took place when Mary and Joseph were returning
home from a Jewish festival held in Jerusalem (John 2:4152). Since Jesus was at the age when a boy becomes a man,
when Jews celebrate what is called a bar mitzvah for the boy
who turned twelve, likely Joseph thought Jesus was returning
home with the women and Mary thought Jesus was returning
home with Joseph. The men and women traveled separately
in caravans, so it was not until the evening when they
camped for the night that they realized that Jesus was no
longer with them. When they returned to Jerusalem and
finally found Jesus, he was teaching the scholars in the
Temple of Jerusalem. He told his earthly parents that they
should have known he would be in his Father’s house,
indicating that God was his Father and the Temple was His
house.
The left hand window shows a representation of the Holy
Bible, which for the Jews would have been what we call our
Old Testament and what they would call the Hebrew Bible.
The right hand panel shows an oil lamp that might typically
be used in the Temple.

The third window shows Jesus being baptized by John the
Baptist in the river Jordan (Matthew 3:13-17; Mark 1”9-11;
Luke 3:21-22).
The left hand panel shows a shell and a triangle. The shell
was typically used to scoop the water that could be poured on
the person being baptized. The preferred method was total
immersion in the water, representing the burial of the old person, who would then arise a new creation, blessed by the
grace of God, from the baptismal waters. The triangle is a
symbol used of our triune God – God the Father, God the
Son, and God the Holy Spirit. All three Persons of the Trinity
were present at Jesus’ baptism.
The right hand window depicts the dove that descended
from heaven while Jesus was being baptized. The dove has
become the symbol of the Holy Spirit, one of the Persons of
our triune God.

The fourth window (and last one on the left hand side of the
sanctuary) shows Jesus knocking on a door. This is a depiction of the description of Jesus found in the book of Revelation (Rev. 3:20). Notice that there is no handle on the door
from the outside. It is up to the believer to open up the door
of their heart to let Jesus in. Jesus does not force himself on
others. We have to willing let him into our lives.
The left hand window shows the Greek symbols for the first
and last letter of their alphabet, called the Alpha and the
Omega. In the book of Revelation Jesus is called the Alpha
and the Omega (Rev. 1:8), the beginning and the end. Jesus
was present in the world before the beginning of creation.
Jesus will be present at the end of this creation and when
there will be created a new earth.
On the right hand window is a ship, another symbol often
used to depict the Christian church. On the sails is another
Greek symbol called the Chi Rho, letters that are used to
reference Jesus as the Christ.

At the rear right hand side of the church sanctuary is the
fifth stained glass window. This one depicts Jesus as the
Good Shepherd (John 10:11-16). We, the people who
are the members of Jesus’ flock, are symbolized by the
sheep. It’s not exactly complimentary to think of ourselves as sheep, because sheep are dumb. When feeding, they just put their heads down, sticking to their task
at hand, and then find that they have gotten themselves
into a bind, perhaps down a steep cliff they can’t get up
or unknowingly wander into dangerous territory where
predators abound. Come to think of it, we are something
like sheep, aren’t we? Nonetheless, Jesus cares for us.
He has compassion on us for we are like sheep without a
shepherd (Mark 6:34).
The left hand window is a reference to Jesus’ parable on
the wheat and the weeds (tares) (Matthew 13:24-30).
The right hand window shows a lily, which has become
the renowned symbol of the resurrection of Christ.

The sixth window shows Jesus praying in the garden of
Gethsemane, the night before he was to be crucified
(Matthew 26:36-46; Mark 14:32-42; Luke 22:39-46). The
garden was a place frequented often by Jesus, where he
could pray and have a time of silence and reflection. Jesus knew that his worst ordeal was coming soon, and he
would be tempted to ask God to let that “cup” pass from
him. Jesus wanted his disciples to stay awake and pray
with him and for him, but they could not keep from falling
asleep. At this point Jesus felt very alone and abandoned, and even sweated drops of blood.
The left hand window symbolizes the thirty pieces of silver that Judas was paid by the religious leaders for betraying Jesus into their hands. Judas would later commit
suicide because of what he had done (Matt. 27:3-10).
The right hand window depicts the “cup” that Jesus
asked God to take away from him at first. But then Jesus
prayed, “Not my will but Yours be done” (Matt. 26:39).

The seventh window shows Jesus hanging on the cross for
his crucifixion. A depiction of the Temple of Jerusalem is
shown in the background, although that would not have
actually been visible at the scene of Jesus’ death. The place
of crucifixion was at Golgotha, a garbage heap located on
the outskirts of Jerusalem (Matt. 27:33; Mark 15:22). The sign
over Jesus’ head with the letters “I.N.R.I.”is a Latin abbreviation for the words that translate, “Jesus of Nazareth, King of
the Jews” is the charge that was brought against Jesus.
To the left hand side is a depiction of the two stone tablets
Moses brought down from Mount Sinai upon which the Ten
Commandments were written (Exod. 20:1-17).
The right hand window is a combination of symbols representing what Jesus suffered on the cross: the crown of thorns,
the three nails, the sponge with vinegar offered to Jesus when
he thirsted, and the spear used to jab into his side to prove he
was dead. The “IHS” represents the first three letters of the
name “Jesus” in Greek.

The eighth window depicts the risen Christ. The tomb is
empty, the guard is sleeping at his post, and Jesus has risen
once again. Christ is often depicted with a halo around his
head to convey his holiness and his divinity, as shown in all
the windows. The nail prints in Jesus’ hands and feet are still
visible from the crucifixion, but they no longer cause Jesus
pain. Jesus has a resurrection body that can allow him to
appear behind locked doors, show his wounds if he wants
them shown or be unrecognizable if he wants. Even his
closest friends, Mary Magdalene, who at first thought he was
a gardener (John 20:15), and two disciples who traveled with
Jesus to Emmaus (Luke 24:13-35), did not at first see Jesus
for who he was.
The left hand window shows a cross and a crown. And here
we have the palm leaves that are similar to those shown in
the first stained glass window above Mary’s head. The pam
leaves in both windows could represent that Jesus is king,
from birth to death, and beyond. The right hand window
shows a scale, representing Jesus the Judge who will weigh
our good deeds and bad deeds at the end of our earthly life.

The stained glass window at the front of the sanctuary has
five vertical panels. The center panel shows the risen Christ,
ascending to heaven in the clouds (Acts 1:9-11). One day,
the Lord Jesus will return, in the same manner he was taken
up into heaven. The two panels to the immediate left and right
of the center panel show six of the disciples. They now are
also depicted with haloes, not the same rounded shape as
that shown on Jesus’ head because they are not divine. The
haloes on the disciples represent holiness.
On the two outermost panels are depictions of the four gospel
writers. Note that Mark and Luke were not part of the original
disciples, but are acknowledged as the ones who wrote the
gospels associated with their names. These gospel writers
are also considered holy and are referred to as saints. St. Matthew is depicted by a divine man. St. Mark is represented by
a winged lion. St. Luke represented by a winged bull. St. John
is represented by a rising eagle.

The church hive
Bees live in a cooperative way described as
“eusociality,” or good relations. Each bee contributes a
specific skill to the colony, synchronizing its efforts for
the benefit of all. Likewise, a church’s health depends
on all members fulfilling their responsibility to the
organism as a whole. Descriptions of hive life mirror
Paul’s words about the body of Christ, with members
having different gifts “but the same Spirit” (1 Corinthians 12:4).

Photo courtesy of Harold Ackerman

According to R.S. Beal Jr., who was both a pastor and
a zoology professor, a beehive is the perfect “living
illustration of how to walk in unity.” He wrote, “Those of
us who have believed in Jesus belong to one another
just as much as we belong to Christ. We cannot live
independently of one another anymore than we can
live independently of Christ. Like the bees, we must
learn to practice the sacrifice, labor, sharing, and submission of love that together we ‘may grow up into him
in all things, which is the head, even Christ’”
(Ephesians 4:15, KJV). How are you using your own
spiritual gifts to build up your church “hive”?

Income/Expenses 2022—White Envelope
Income

Expenses

January
February
March
April

$ 21,127.25
$ 13,365.80
$ 15,325.15
$ 12,538.00

$ 19,819.54
$ 24,281.18
$ 18,337.37
$ 26,623.03

Total

$ 62,356.20

$ 89,061.12

Blue Envelope Giving
(In Current Account)

Building/Missions/Shares of Ministry Fund
Income
January
February
March
April
Total

$
$
$
$
$

1,925.00
1,880.00
2,880.00
1,155.00
7,840.00

Extra Mile 2022 Giving as of 4/30/2022

Agape
Beyond Violence
Peanut Butter & Jelly
Peacemaker’s Ministry
Second Chance Haiti
Unseth’s

$ 415.00
$ 439.00
$
80.00
$
80.00
$ 275.00
$ 1,250.25

Shares of Ministry As of 4/30/2022
Owe
Paid
Benevolence
$ 4,975.00
Connectional Ministry $ 7,403.00
Clergy Support
$ 7,971.00

$ 1,658.32
$ 2,467.68
$ 2,657.00

$20,349.00

$ 6,783.00

Parents are stewards
Striving to raise happy, well-rounded children
isn’t wrong “unless those successes become
the goal,” writes Jeffrey Reed in ParentLife
magazine. For Christians, he says, the driving
force of parenting should be helping kids
follow God’s path.
“What if we parented as if we were temporary
stewards of the greatest containers of godly
potential?” Reed asks. “What if our goal for
our children was to continually seek God's
guidance on what it is that he wants for them
and to help them pursue that goal on a daily
basis?” He concludes: “In a hundred years,
nothing we do will matter apart from the impact
we've made in God’s kingdom on earth. Perhaps your children will be that legacy.”

