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Holy Week Worship Schedule
Holy Thursday Tenebrae Service with Communion - 7:00 pm
Good Friday Service - 7:00 pm

Easter Sunday
Easter Sunrise Service - 7:00 am
Traditional Worship Service - 9:00 am
Sunday School - 10:00 am

Praise Service - 11:00 am
Please join us for our worship services.
Everyone is welcome and hope to see you.

Bethany Staff
Rev. Stephen Portner, Pastor
Office 570-752-2576
Home 570-752-6113
Fax: 570-752-1009
sgportner@pa.metrocast.net
Connie Wech, Administrative Assistant
Office 570-752-2576
Fax: 570-752-1009
bumc@pa.metrocast.net
Cristie Bacher, Bethany Blessing Director
Office: 570-752-6282
Joan and Melvin Kishbaugh, Custodians
Paul Miller, Custodian

Home: 570-759-1456

Beverly Collins, Pianist
Ronald Sult, Treasurer
Website: www.bethanyberwick.org
PayPal available for gifts and tithes on our
website.
“Like” us on Facebook!
https://www.facebook.com/bethanyumcberwick/
An Electronic Copy of the Beacon will be posted on
the website at www.bethanyberwick.org

Short Term Prayer Concerns
Colton Mensch-Maranda Grasley and Baby boy,
Melanie Anderson, Paul Miller, Murray Arbegast,
Kim Kishbaugh, Debbie Leffler, Rick Shields,
Jackie Shields, Randy, Scott E. Bower, Bill Ent,
Sharon Lutz, Katie-Rod-Baby Styer, Jason,
Rachel Edwards, Leigh Portner, Patty Steinruck,
Haley-Cory-Baby Davenport, People of Ukraine,
Samantha Scoblink, Mary Davenport, David Stout,

Tina
Please note: If you would like someone to be moved to
the long-term list, please contact the church office.

Long-Term Prayer Concerns
Kim Varner, Wendy McClintock, Jennie Bedford,
Sharon Lutz, Shirley Hornberger, Marlene Eckrote,
Jim & Carol Zeart, Olive Boone, Kim Kishbaugh,
Warren Wolfe, Edna Mae Belles, Kent Williams,
Joan Laubach, Pastor Dennis McCracken,
Ben Mike, Rosemary Martz, Joe Phillips, Sr.,
Glenda Zimmerman, William Mausteller,
Betty Morgan, Nick Pritchyk, Scott Sullivan,
Mike Mattern, Steve Claris, Billy Robbins,
Samantha Scoblink, Scott E. Bower

Sympathies for the families of:
Linda Mundy, Mark Grasley

Held in God’s love
We would like to think that once we turn our
lives over to Christ, everything will run smoothly. When such is not the case, we might question whether our faith is strong enough or what
we are doing wrong. The fact is, we live in a
broken world, and sufferings come upon all
people.

“Christ

did not come into the world that we
might understand him, but that we might cling
to him, that we might simply let ourselves be
swept away by him into the immense event of
the resurrection.”
—Dietrich Bonhoeffer

In the words of 14th-century mystic Julian of
Norwich: “If there is anywhere on earth a lover
of God who is always kept safe, I know nothing
of it, for it was not shown to me. But this was
shown: that in falling and rising again we are
always kept in that same precious love.”
We might take comfort in the fact that our
struggles are not so different from those experienced seven centuries ago. We are “normal,”
after all! But the greatest assurance is that no
matter what we face in life, Jesus walks with
us, the Holy Spirit strengthens us, and “we are
always kept in [God’s] precious love.”

Bethany United Methodist Church
Peacemakers Prayer Support Ministry
Matthew 5:9
Blessed are the peacemakers,
for they will be called sons of God.
General Prayer for Departments:
Borough of Berwick Police Department

4/01

Chelsea Hunsinger

4/03

George Miller

4/06

Kathleen Bohl, Andrew Shaffer

4/08

RuthAnn Brown, Ronald Kishbaugh,
Erin Sullivan

Briar Creek Township Police Department
Salem Township Police Department
Nescopeck Borough Police Department

Columbia County Sheriff's Office
South Centre Township Police Department
PA State Police Shickshinny Station

4/12

Edna Mae Belles, Howard Hess

4/14

Sheila Williams

4/18

Jennifer Carroll, Pam Kleintob

1. Officer Joshua S. Switzer

4/21

Jacob Demler

2. Mason Dabulis, Patrolman

4/22

Alexis Grasley

3. Deputy Michael Beyer

4/24

Hayden Pollock

4/26

Justin Schenkel

4/27

Richard Benfield, Carol Mowery,
Brittany Nowakoski

4/29

Betty Morgan

4/30

Richard Hause

Specific Daily Prayer for Officers: April 2022

4. Officer Joshua Lowery
5. Officer Brandon Shultz
6. Deputy James Arter
7. Officer Steven Torres
8. Tyler Soboleski, Patrolman
9. Officer Scott Sienkiewicz
10. William Lefevre, Patrolman
11. Officer Victor Guevara

A love-filled victory
It’s tough to read about Jesus’ agony on the cross,
where he felt “forsaken” by God (see Matthew
27:46). But as Philip Yancey explains in Where
Is God When It Hurts? the Father didn’t desert
Jesus — and doesn’t desert us:

12. Matt Zawatski, Patrolman
13. Officer Joseph Gainley
14. Detective Reagan Rafferty
15. Deputy Kevin Katch
16. Officer Phil Mainiero

17. Officer Michael Quaranta

“God was not ‘up there’ watching the tragic events
conspire ‘down here.’ God was in Christ, reconciling the world to himself,” he writes. “If Jesus was
a mere man, his death would prove God’s cruelty;
the fact that he was God’s Son proves instead that
God fully identifies with suffering humanity. On the
cross, God himself absorbed the awful pain of this
world.

18. Deputy William Waltman

“To some, the image of a pale body glimmering on
a dark night whispers of defeat,” Yancey continues. “But another sound can be heard: the shout
of a God crying out to human beings, ‘I LOVE
YOU.’ Love was compressed for all history in that
lonely figure on the cross, who said that he could
call down angels at any moment on a rescue mission, but chose not to — because of us.”

24. Deputy William Miner

He concludes: “Any discussion of how pain and
suffering fit into God’s scheme ultimately leads
back to the cross.”

19. Clinton Libby, Patrolman
20. Lee Pitonyak, Patrolman
21. Deputy Anthony Kopitski
22. Officer Randy Gaugler
23. Dallas Herbert, Patrolman

25. Justin Funk, Patrolman
26. Officer Jeremy Mulders

27. Deputy Heather Comstock
28. Officer Jessica Shoup
29. Officer Philip Schlegel
30. Deputy Dale Stokes

Missions & Evangelism
In honor of Mr. Chris, whom we miss every day, we have re-named
our Mission Team to the Go To It Team! Mr. Chris embodied the
love of Jesus and displayed it every day through his big heart and
hospitality. In the same way, we'd like to invite everyone to be part
of the Go To It Team and be available to help those within our congregation and beyond.
If you would like to offer your time or talent to the Go To It Team,
please reach out to Barb Erb. You will be added to a group chat
to alert you to when help is needed. To unify our Go To It Team,
t-shirts were created and stickers are available as well. We will let
everyone know when the
t-shirts are done.

In Honor and
in Memory of
Christopher
Kishbaugh

The thoughtful t-shirt and
sticker design was created
by Carla Ellzy at Carla Ellzy
Graphic Design who loved
Mr. Chris as much as anyone. We are grateful for her
pro-bono time and you can
find more of her work on
Facebook at Carla Ellzy
Graphic Deisigner.

The missions “Go To It Team from Bethany United Methodist Church in
Berwick were out on Saturday, February 26, hanging warm clothing and
blankets on the trees on Front Street in Berwick. Anyone in need could
come and take the items they needed from the Giving Tree.
Pictured left to right: Kait Boucek, Josh Kishbaugh, Barbara Kleckner,
Jim Zeart, Barbara Erb, Karolena and Ginny Crake. Also helping is
Russell Crake.

Extra Mile Giving for April
will go to the Unseths
Many of you know Pete and Carol, who serve at the Dallas International University, where future
missionaries are learning the languages they will need to spread God's Word, and the Bible is
translated into many languages. Please give generously to help Pete and Carol as they enable
the sharing of the Gospel to those who have never heard it in their own language. You may use
the envelope provided with your Beacon. Envelopes are also available at the Information Desk
and reception table.

Clothing Give-A-Way
Donations
Please drop off bagged items at the
main entrance until April 24. We are
looking for spring/summer items and
children's clothes.

Yard Sale Items Donations
Please drop off yard sale items at the
main entrance until June 3rd. Larger
items can be stored in the garage but
will need some additional coordination. Call Ginny Crake at 570-4413452. The Yard Sale will be June 4.

Confirmation classes will be held
at Bethany UMC every Sunday in
the month of April.
Classes go from 10:00 - 11:00 a.m.
for any 12/13 year old or older who
would like to join the church. Classroom is located in the Balcony.
Contact Ginny Crake for more details 570-441-3452.
Membership classes will be beginning Sunday, May 15, through
June 19 during the Sunday School
hour (10:00-11:00 every Sunday
except fifth Sundays, when it will be
from 9:00-10:00). Please let Pastor
Steve know if you are interested.
Classes will be held in his office.

A Slice of Bethany History
North Berwick United Evangelical Church
During the pastorate of Rev. E.E. Shaffer on the Columbia circuit the congregation was organized in North
Berwick, being made an appointment in April, 1901. In December of that year the cornerstone of the present
frame bulding was laid, the completed edifice being dedicated July 6, 1902. The cost of the building was
$3,500. In 1904 a parsonage was built at a cost of $2,500.
The church was constituted a mission, in connection with the West Berwick Chuch, in March, 1903, but in
March, 1904, it was detached. In March, 1914, it was changed from a mission to a station and made selfsupporting.
Rev. E. E. Shaffer (now decreased) continued pastor until March, 1907, when he was succeeded by Rev. Noah
Young, the present pastor. During the summer of 1913 the church was enlarged and much improved, at a
cost of $3,000. The remaining debt in 1914 is $1,100. The present valuation of the church $8,000, and the
parsonage, $2,000. The membership of the church is 360, and 425 children are attendants of the Sunday
School.

Life and light
Easter is the assurance that no matter how hopeless
and dark things appear, God is alive and actively
working. Our heavenly Father births life out of death,
transforms brokenness into wholeness and shines
light into darkness.
In the words of the poet Christian Wiman (from Every
Riven Thing):
When the time’s toxins
have seeped into every cell …
somehow a seed of belief sprouts …
tugged upward by light …

Pastor Stephen Portner of Bethany United
Methodist Church of Berwick is shown
presenting an award to Mrs. Olive Boone
in recognition of 91 years of membership
with the church as of March 3, 2022. We
would like to congratulate Mrs. Boone and
acknowledge her faithfulness to our Lord
and Savior.

Why Friday is good
To participate in the sacrificial life and death of Jesus Christ is to live already in his kingdom. This is the essence of the Christian message, the heart of the Good News, and it is why the cross has become the chief
Christian symbol.
A cross of all things — a guillotine, a gallows — but the cross at the same time as the crossroads of eternity
and time, as the place where such a mighty heart was broken that the healing power of God himself could
flow through it into a sick and broken world. It was for this reason that of all the possible words they could
have used to describe the day of his death, the word they settled on was “good.” Good Friday.

—Frederick Buechner

Gratitude, all year long
It’s not Thanksgiving time. But what if we made a point to
practice gratitude all year long?
In her book Grateful, theologian Diana Butler Bass writes:
“As human beings, we possess an intuitive awareness
that we depend on others to survive. We are safer and
happier when we care for each other in community, when
we do things for each other. … … How we live together in
and with gratitude makes all the difference in the world.
Indeed, living gratefully makes the world different.”

Why Christ calls us to worship
Easter services are usually well attended, but what about other weeks? What draws you to worship
on an “average” Sunday, and what might Jesus have in store for people in the pews?
Consider this from Pastor Charles Aaron: “Did we come to church this morning thinking it was a safe
thing to do? Did we come with some expectation of receiving a blessing, a bit of comfort, but no real
challenge? Did we think about the possibility that encountering Jesus would rearrange our lives, explode our priorities, cause us to give more than we ever expected? Did we think we could get a little
something from Jesus, a dose of grace to help us through the week? Did we come for the fellowship, the music, the spiritual boost? No one can argue with those reasons.”
He continues: “The risen Christ, however, may have had other plans for this worship service. Christ
may want to come under our skins and transform us. Christ may see through us so that something
we have well hidden comes to the surface. Christ may kick out from under us the things we use to
prop ourselves up but that we don’t really need. Are we ready for that? Did we bargain on that when
we walked through the door today?”

—from The Wired Word

Bethany Easter Egg Hunt
Palm Sunday, April 10

10: am during the Sunday
School hour

